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Covid. Hopefully, this will be the last time the newsletter starts with Covid! Most people in the higher 

risk category have been vaccinated twice and the local NHS is making good progress on the rest, many of 

whom have had the first dose. By the time of the next issue (1st July) we will be just a few weeks away 

from a total lifting of restrictions. We hope!  

Speeding. Drivers Speeding through our Parish continue to be a menace. In this issue we publish the Traffic 

Report for the Winter and early Spring just. The report is produced from recordings made by our three Vehicle 

Activated Signs (VAS), As you can see, speeds remain high, especially increased in Soudley, as is the volume of 

traffic due to the Blakeney road closure.  It is usually the lowest - now the highest!  

The highest speed recorded was once again on Buckshaft Road - 80mph, recorded at 15 mins past midnight, on 

11th February. If it was you, you qualify for the dubious honour of being the Most Dangerous Idiot of the year! 

See also below - increased Traffic in Soudley. 

Wild Boar. As the Editor, I was recently received a óreaders letterô, asking me to spread the word about the 

dangers posed by wild boar. She recounts an incident whilst walking her dog in the Forest. Her dog was on an 

extending lead when, in an enclosed pathway, it pounced on a large boar, hidden in the ferns. The boar retaliated by 

attacking the dog and chasing it. The dog hid behind its owner as the boar continued its attack. The owner was hit 

on the leg as the boar pursued the dog. A ówell aimed kick and a loud yell persuaded the boar to cease, and it 

disappeared into the undergrowth. 

This is a common tale but one worth repeating. Boar are large animals and capable of doing a great deal of damage. 

They particularly hate dogs (perhaps through the ages recognising them as wolves, their only predator?) and will 

attack, and kill a dog if roused, particularly if accompanied with their young. This action is perfectly natural and 

should be expected. There are no verified accounts of boar attacking humans but incidents such as this are 

recorded. 

The Forest is a wild place, full of wild creatures, and we are all the more richer for it. Folk should remember that 

when we walk through the Forest, we óinvadeô their territory - sometimes with our domesticated creatures. They 

(dogs) must be kept on a tight lead, particularly in tight spaces. To do otherwise is to risk losing your dog and even 

being injured yourself. 

This reminder is especially timely now. During lockdown there has been an explosion of puppy sales and the 

number of dogs in general - often owned by folk who have no knowledge of the Forest or dogs. 

Finally, a word to dog owners in general - it may surprise you that not everybody loves dogs! Dogs which 

habitually jump up on strangers whilst they visit the forest are a real nuisance. I recall being molested by a huge 

Great Dane. It bounded towards me and ended up with its front paws on my shoulders and its head level with mine 

- just inches away. After its owner covered the 100 yards or so to me, he called it off, and laughed whilst 

announcing that ñheôs only playingò.  I did not find it at all funny, nor did I appreciate the mud on my coat! A lot of 

old and frail people walk in the Forest. Such a shock could cause real harm! 

To all folk who walk their dogs in the Forest - please, KEEP IT ON A LEAD and UNDER Control! 

Whilst on the subject of the Wild Boar, another reminder - please, DONôT FEED THEM!! 

Ed 
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Play Areas  

The work of refurbishing our play areas is now complete bar a little touching up of newly tarmacked 
entrances. 

New Councillor 

 Since the last issue of Viewpoint we have added another Councillor. We have been joined by Mark 

Ogden, who lives in Soudley. Welcome Mark! 

Pease consider joining your Parish Council. Two vacancies remain to achieve a full council. There is 
no deadline for applications. Council is happy to receive applications until all seats are taken. 

Your Council Needs YOU!  

Old St Whiteôs School Buildings 
 
We have been asked by members of the public why work is carrying on at the former school, despite 
the fact that one of the planning conditions imposed by FODDC was that no work should commence 
on site until the junction was improved.  
 
The Parish Council notified planning immediately asking that they should serve an enforcement notice 
on the developer insisting that the junction improvement should be done first.  
 
Planningôs response was that it was a small local builder plus although it was a planning breach it was 
only minor. A District Councillor became involved on our behalf resulting in more feeble excuses 
from planning.  A member of the public sent an excellent letter to the Forester about the case and work 
on site stopped soon after.  
 
A month or so later, work recommenced. More letters from Parish and District Councillors. More 
excuses from planning one of which said the ongoing work was non disruptive. Well the only 
disruptive work to be done as far as the wider public is concerned is the junction improvement work 
itself.  
 
We as a Parish are powerless to stop this abuse of regulations but we are not about to give up yet so 
watch this space.  
One can only speculate why an authority who imposed the rule is doing so much to avoid enforcing its 
rule. You can make your own minds up on that one and perhaps tell us what you think?  

Traffic problems in Soudley 
 
Those living outside and travelling through Soudley will note a huge increase in the amount of traffic 
passing through the village - those living in Soudley are well aware! This is, of course, caused by the 
Blakeney Road closure - expected to be in place for another 12 months and possibly longer. 
 
One of our new Councillors, Jo Smith has taken up the baton for Soudley and she will be contacting 
the relevant authorities with a view to easing the situation and slowing speed. 
 
Speeding continues to be a problem in our Parish as in so many others. Unfortunately, there is 
insufficient enforcement of the law and as long as that remains the case, dangerous driving will persist. 
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