
tŀƎŜ м 

 

The Ruspidge & Soudley   

Parish Newsletter 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнм 

/ƻƳƳŜƴǘ 

COVID-19 

 

Following the sad demise of our dear friend Jeff, I took over as Editor of the ViewPoint at the 

beginning of last year. I recall my first edition (April 2020) mentioning Covid-19 and the newly 

imposed lockdown. Almost a year on, it seems like groundhog day! We are daily bombarded by 

doom and gloom, cases have risen, as have deaths - and we are STILL in lockdown! 

There is a glimmer of hope in the very recent reduction in number of cases in the FoD but sadly, 

deaths (topped 100,000 as I write) have risen. Lets hope that we are nearing the peak of this 

pandemic and that the number of infections, and then deaths will continue downward. 

Of course, there is a welcome ray of hope - the VACCINE! Forest GPôs and others have so far done 

a sterling job in very quickly vaccinating the elderly - and continue to do so. Judging by reports, FoD 

clinicians are rated as  amongst the highest in terms of number of jabs administered. We owe them 

all our gratitude and support. 

Sad to say, it looks as if it will be a long time before life returns to something like normal I suspect 

that  will be an even longer time before I do not mention COVID-19 in this journal. 

More Covid-19 related information below:- 

Your Council Needs YOU!  

Please consider joining your Parish Council. Three vacancies remain to achieve a full council. There 
is no deadline for applications. Council is happy to receive applications until all seats are taken. 

Ed 
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FOREST GP SURGERIES 

COVID-19 Vaccination Update - 13th January 2021 

The Forest of Dean has now invited all its over 80s and is working through the over 75s cohort.  Patients will 

be contacted in due course by their Surgery, please do not call your Surgery unless instructed to do so.  

To see the latest, the website is www.forestgpsurgeries.co.uk 

é.<>é. 
Lydney Dial A Ride  

I have been speaking to Sue Dubois over the past few days regarding the vaccination hub in Cinderford as she 
has asked me to get in contact. 
 
Lydney Dial a Ride is still operating for essential journeys and that will include those attending their 
vaccination appointments. 
 
Due to the pandemic, it is a reduced service that we offer and spaces are limited. However, we do have a small 
team of dedicated drivers, along with our fleet of wheelchair accessible minibuses and we are operating from 
9m until 4pm Monday to Friday. 
 
All passengers must join as members to our organisation, but the information can be taken over the telephone 
and will only take a few minutes. It is a door-to-door service that we offer, and all our drivers have undertaken 
training as well as being fully DBS checked. If you do know of someone who could use our service, please 
contact us on 01594 843809.  

é.<>é. 
 

Forest Hospitals - Out of Hours arrangements 

We have had some enquiries about the Out of Hours service at our Forest Hospitals and have obtained the 
following information: 
 
The OOH service is still based at The Dilke (evenings and weekends) ï the team based there will do a 
combination of telephone and face to face consultations. The Home Visiting service is Countywide ï the car 
base is Highnam but they are dispatched to patients as required. 
  
The service is provided by Practice Plus Group (essentially this is a rebranded CareUK). 
 
The hours covered by the Out of Hours Service are: - 
 
Weekday evenings 6.30-11pm 
Saturday 10am-9pm 
Sunday 10am-9pm 
  
Access is via 111 (or referral from MIIU). No direct booking by 111 (due to COVID and National ótotal 
triageô). Gloucestershire clinician (GP or nurse) calls the cases back from the 111 list and either treats remotely 
or books to the OOH clinic as appropriate. 
  
Outside of the hours above the main hub at Gloucester is 24/7 over weekend (and home visiting is 24/7 and 
triage clinicians are 24/7). 
  
Please remember that, unless it is an emergency, 111 should be your first port of call when your surgery is 
closed. 
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²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

¢ƘŜ bŜǿ tŀǊƛǎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ нмǎǘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ȅŜǘΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

ǘǊǳŜ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎΥ- ǿǿǿΦǊǳǎǇƛŘƎŜǎƻǳŘƭȅ-ǇŎΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ 

tƭŀȅ !ǊŜŀǎ  

hǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ /h±L5-мф ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƭƻǿΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ - ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ  

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ bŜǿǎ 

tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ƛǘŜ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ϧ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘ 

tмуплκнлκC¦[   

сн wǳǎǇƛŘƎŜ wƻŀŘΣ wǳǎǇƛŘƎŜΣ /ƛƴŘŜǊŦƻǊŘΣ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΦ 
9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΦ 

bƻ ƻōƧΦ 

tмутсκнлκC¦[ bƻ ƻōƧΦ 

[ŀƴŘ !ŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ¢ƻΣ {ǘ ²ƘƛǘŜǎ CŀǊƳΣ {ǘ ²ƘƛǘŜǎ wƻŀŘΣ /ƛƴŘŜǊŦƻǊŘΦ 
/ƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǉǳŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŜƴǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ 
Ƙŀȅ ōŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǳƴƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ κǿƻǊƪǎΦ 

  

5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ 

tмпопκнлκC¦[ /hb{9b¢ 

²ƛƭŘǿƻƻŘΣ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ IƛƭƭΣ .ƭŀƪŜƴŜȅΣ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜΦ 
wŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊƻƻŦΣ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƻǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƻǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ όtŀǊǘ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǝǾŜύΦ 

  

Planning Schedule for the December, 2020 meeting 
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Planning continued:- 


